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Architect and desigrer Tag Galyesn dossn’t mind geiting wet b order to show off the
attribates of his 100,000 S8eerTAD shower ot The Broadmesr s Calerads Springs, CO.

Making a Splash

Renowned architect and designer Tag
Galyean shares how he developed

a passion for spas and has turned
hydrotherapy into an art form.

M 1947, | BEGAN THE STUDY OF ARCHITECTURAL
design, Imagining spaces and forms that would exist
w4 " living theater™—places, perhaps sanctuaries, where
people would genuinely relax, experience a respite
from the everyday, and find pov and laughter. 1 envi-
stoned places to which prn]l]l: would return again and
again. | spent the 19705 and early "B0s working on
projects with complex functional architectaral com-
ponents, such as corporate headquarters, university
science centers, libraries, and hospitals, In 1986, sparked
by a project in my home state of West Virginia, my
architectural direction turned to haxury resort environ-
meents and spas as a profitable resort amenity,

Todays global culture expects convenient, feel-
good entertainment to drive the emvironments people
seck, and sucoessiul hn\p:!nlil}' owners and operaiors
undersiand appropriate integrated design is essential
1y sapcoess ol the Inighnl levels. Customers want o feel
immersed and engaged. Whether traveling, commst-
ing. or working. they respond to their surroundings.

In 1986, my interest in spas became serious when
I weiis hired to redesign the historic Mineral Bath Depart-
ment at the Greenbrier in White Sulphaur Springs, WV.
Founded in the 17005 around the region's natural
sulphur springs, the Bath Department, which had
J“I’ﬂl_':‘d gﬂ'ﬂ[‘l’.ﬂ‘i"n'ﬁ 5] :I'I‘.' WalErs, was [ian hi.'l[‘l-'fi': i
ahandon and too dilapidated 1o keep. There, we created
the first pm.l:-'lﬂu'l:rrld War [1 luxury resort spa, based
on the historie Greenbrier Mineral Bath Department,
which proved to be an invaluable sounce of experience.
It was there that | learned about hydrotherapy, began
o research if, and became a believer in the healing
powers of water. As a result, gach of the vreatments
and therapies we designed for the Greenbrier wis based
on the natural essences and minerals found AmaOng
these unique springs.

The Greenbrier represented a turming poant in
iy architectiiral career and Laid the foundation for a
lusury resort specialty and future spa projects. Living
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al the Greenbrier in the mid-1980s taught me abowt the
resort buisiness and prepared me to Serve as nesor mas-
ter designer, The restoration of the historic Broadmser
in Colorado ﬁprltly\.‘.::}. afforded my firsd Gpporiamity
as master designer of an entire property. Opened in
1918, the Broadmoor was comsidered one of the coun-
iry's Finest hotels, hant by 1989 it had Eallen into some
ehisrepair, It was purchased that year, and four vears later
work began on a $300 million rebinth. Our objectives
were o re-establish ATTaETg the umnl::.".- ;Hnllil:l
resorts and ncrease profite Both objectives have been
schieved and continue to be improved upon each yvear.

The Broadmoor offercd me the opportunity
1o bring varied and specific talent together from
acroms the country and o work oollaboratively and
with continuity as a team on one praperty, something
| now do for every project that | master design. It also
served as the genesis of "The Galyean Family Disign
Circus” an interesti ng -:|4.".c:r|.|:lli|:rr|. of our .]l\.l\.l!l-11||'||i'-h€d
team of family apnd extended family whose varied
strengths, ranging from design and technology 1o
apparel and aesthetics, |1rl:|1.'|.-d|.' the experienced talent
i tackle virtually any project.

My interest in hydrotherapy has continued, not
~,.||rl'-r|l.||'|g.'.-.'|'|¢n you realize that all earthly cultures have
developed water treatments since the beginning of time.
European hydrotherapy is widely used and accepted for
ite health benefits and is considenad preventative care
h:..' iy health insurance I"-|.1 nk, Im the LS., however,
we are just beginning to discover hydrotherapy for its
h;—alulg -|||,|.1'I|I|:'l. Hustisry and science both continue

to prove the healing properties of hydrotherapy.,

continuecd on frage 72
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A I‘l.':llll:.'_ inicrest i design, paired with an endur
ng appreciation for hydrotherapy, has inspired me
and my team o create a range of related services and

products. We recently launched Wet ('Water Embosticd

I|'-rr.'.|1'. . a collectson of bath and baody ProsRiaCLs 11ual
features 11 all-natural products that draw on age-ol
WLl "Il.'.||'.'."\- fo dlediver water’s restorative ||-| LIET
Ipcufec quakitecs. In partnersfup with Sanpet, w

g
real lnig oy | B i Bl ith 1 —
LICALINEE & Ney 1ne o NS Wil Pipeiess hyr Wl ra s

and a enad of Benateance and Art Nouveaw
e 3 [ . 1 1 I
l|l.'l:.\,l' 1A R ETUTE 15 Jsan il '.'|-l:'|'|._ cOleC b
il &fkl .|;'|l.|'.'| TR ="l 1

ael cluly lermoiaere

nid has
et lsomse interionr de -\.I..I:-\.!-Illu-
Unlortunately, 1 lew &ppas incorporate wiake
Lrcalmen

s 1t requin

s 4 limanal mvesiment uplron
lEarm 18 CUTWE MOT @YETN T M0
expericnced spa staff if they haven'

o
i there s & bl ol

il iclimiimisbered
hvd i hee Py ETORE. SiThart resord OpeTabr: ki



The women's changing area at The Spa st The Hotel Hershey in Harshay, PA, Is another
saampls of Galysas's work
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however, that hydrotherapy can attract returning guesis
andd be very profitable, O of our $100,000 Siver TAG
shioweers typically pays for itself in less than a year.

With The TAG Signature spa treatments line, we
are taking traditional, centuries-old therapies and
adding technology 1o deliver them with precision. The
Silver TAG is a computer-controlled shower programmed
to fit the wser's body size and treatment desires and
features up o 30 shower irequencies and 18 shower-
heads n six zones. Likewise, the TAG FlowThme Tuh
is 2 therapeutic soaking tub designed to mirror the
-_]tulitiu;". of natural haot hFlri.I1|:'|'.. These two treatments
in tandem increase the benefits of [IRFELE T and anc
profitable spa enhancements.

Today, out of The TAG Studio in the mountains
of West Virginia, we're .,'urr:"nll:r' wnr]-cillf. an a trio of
diverse projects, We are leading the design team at
the Jerome Hotel in a $45 million redesign of the
historic and beloved hotel in the heart of Aspen, COL
In Bermuda, we are designing a spa for Tucker's Point
Club, which will open at the end of 2008, Closer to
home, we are beginning the interior master design af
the Peacock Hotel & Spa in Greenville, 5C, Thas 108
room boutique hotel will debut in 2009, catening to
lh-u_' imtern aticemal lux ury Business traveler.

Fvery one of our projects is unigue. There is no
formula—it’s imply a spirited process driven by per-
aonal L-*_u_pcri:_'ncf and a wonderful team with decades
of expertise, For the Peacock Hotel & Spa, the owner
expressed a desire for an interior with a modern Asian
style. With sketchbook and pasport in hand, we trav-
eled together to China for two weeks, fully immersing
ourselves in the culture, What wie learned will inspire
wirtwally every aspect of this new project

We are best known for combining innovative and
vigionary design principhes with a comprehensive under-
standing of the hotel industry. Our credo & simple
“We specialize in resort master design for exceptional
properties independently managed by nice people”
I"ve been forunate to fnd ovwners and operators who
share our passion and our commitment and value what
we dho,—Ting Galywan

Tag Galyean, ALA RIBA, ASLA, NDA, is the
founder and matter design conceptualint of The
TAGD Stedic in YWesd Virgmia, a farm |_- of resort
dasign professionals. You can contact Galpean

wt (204 2473500 or email info@tagstudio com



